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ENVIRONMENT

The most pressing
issue today is climate
breakdown

Environmental protection, restoration, recovery, and enhancement are critical and
multi-faceted challenges. But, the most pressing issue today is climate breakdown.
It is a slow moving, life and death catastrophe that is already harming us and
every living being in the biosphere. We, and especially our politicians, must
confront it with all the urgency necessary to overcome it. We caused it; we need
to fix it. Nothing less will do than adopting a climate breakdown emergency plan.
Politicians are unable or unwilling to appreciate the immediate threat and the real
and direct dangers that the climate emergency poses to all Canadians.

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform On Biodiveristy and
Ecosystem Services (IPBES),1 an intergovernmental body which assesses
the state of biodiversity and of the ecosystem services it provides to society,
in response to requests by decision makers writes:
The future impacts of climate change are projected to become more
pronounced in the next decades, with variable relative effects depending
on scenario and geographic region. Scenarios project mostly adverse climate
change effects on biodiversity and ecosystem functioning, which worsen, in
some cases exponentially, with incremental global warming. Even for global
warming of 1.5°C to 2°C, the majority of terrestrial species ranges are
projected to shrink profoundly.
Changes in ranges can adversely affect the capacity of terrestrial protected
areas to conserve species, greatly increase local species turnover and
substantially increase the risk of global extinctions. For example, a synthesis
of many studies estimates that the fraction of species at risk of climate-related
extinction is 5 per cent at 2°C warming, rising to 16 per cent at 4.3°C
warming.
Coral reefs are particularly vulnerable to climate change and are projected to
decline to 10-30 per cent of former cover at 1.5°C warming and to less than
1 per cent at 2°C warming. Therefore, scenarios show that limiting global
warming to well below 2°C plays a critical role in reducing adverse impacts
on nature and its contributions to people.

Animal Protection Party of Canada
3

A Vision for the Future

ENVIRONMENT

IPBES summarizes the affects of climate change in a media release titled,
“Nature’s Dangerous Decline ‘Unprecedented’; Species Extinction Rates
‘Accelerating”:

Canada and Canadians
are among the world’s
worst per-capita CO2
emitters

• 1 degree Celsius: average global temperature difference in 2017
compared to pre-industrial levels, rising +/-0.2 (+/-0.1) degrees
Celsius per decade,
• >3 mm: annual average global sea level rise over the past two decades,
• 16-21 cm: rise in global average sea level since 1900,
• 100% increase since 1980 in greenhouse gas emissions, raising average
global temperature by at least 0.7 degree,
• 40%: rise in carbon footprint of tourism (to 4.5Gt of carbon dioxide) from
2009 to 2013,
• 8%: of total greenhouse gas emissions are from transport and food
consumption related to tourism,
• 5%: estimated fraction of species at risk of extinction from 2°C warming
alone, rising to 16% at 4.3°C warming,
• Even for global warming of 1.5 to 2 degrees, the majority of terrestrial		
species ranges are projected to shrink profoundly.
(www.ipbes.net/news/Media-Release-Global-Assessment)
Canada and Canadians are among the world’s worst per-capita CO2
emitters. Our .049% of the world’s population is responsible for 1.6% of global
GHG emissions. Canada cannot solve climate breakdown on its own. It’s a global
plague. What Canada and Canadians can do, however—and must do—is lead
by example.

Canada in a Changing Climate,2 a report by Environment and
Climate Change Canada exposes the reality of global warming in
Canada. Findings include:
• Increased temperatures: Temperature has increased in all regions of
Canada and in the surrounding oceans. Since 1948, when nation-wide
records became available, Canada’s annual average temperature over
land has warmed by a best estimate of 1.7°C, with higher temperature
increases observed in the North, the Prairies, and northern British Columbia.
Annual average temperature over northern Canada increased by 2.3°C
since 1948. The greatest warming has occurred in winter.
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Extreme hot
temperatures will
become more
frequent

• Weather extremes: In the future, a warmer climate will intensify some
weather extremes. Extreme hot temperatures will become more frequent and
more intense. This will increase the severity of heatwaves, and contribute to
increased drought and wildfire risks. While inland flooding results from
multiple factors, more intense rainfalls will increase urban flood risks. It is
uncertain how warmer temperatures and smaller snowpacks will combine to
affect the frequency and magnitude of snowmelt-related flooding.
• Water availability: The seasonal availability of freshwater is changing,
with an increased risk of water supply shortages in summer. Warmer
winters and earlier snowmelt will combine to produce higher winter flows
in streams and rivers, while smaller snowpacks and loss of glacier ice
this century will combine to produce lower summer flows. Warmer summers
will increase evaporation of surface water and contribute to reduced summer
water availability in the future despite more precipitation in some places.
• Widespread effects: The effects of widespread warming are evident in
many parts of Canada and are projected to intensify in the future. The rate
and magnitude of climate change under high-versus low-emission scenarios
project two very different futures for Canada. Scenarios with large and
rapid warming illustrate the profound effects on Canadian climate of
continued growth in greenhouse gas emissions. Scenarios with limited
warming will only occur if Canada and the rest of the world reduce carbon
emissions to near zero early in the second half of the century and reduce
emissions of other greenhouse gases substantially.

Canada has everything
necessary to take on the
challenge of reducing
carbon emissions

Canada has everything necessary to take on the challenge of reducing carbon
emissions. As one of the world’s wealthiest nations, it has all necessary fiscal and
human resources and expertise. Few nations are better positioned to set an
example and implement and showcase the many ways forward.
Why is Canada so uniquely positioned to lead on the climate breakdown
issue? Canada is one of the world’s worst climate breakdown offenders. It is one
of the world’s worst wasters of energy, and it is an irresponsible petro-state that puts
revenue from its petroleum sector above all other considerations. It also has large
animal agri-businesses, and according to the United Nations, industrial animal
agriculture is one of the most significant contributor to climate change and
global warming.
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If Canada can make the necessary reforms to successfully defeat climate breakdown, it shows other countries they can, too. Canada can prove that a people
can reform their nation and economy to function successfully without dependence
on fossil fuels as a source of energy or economic activity and get as close to zero
GHG emissions as is technically possible.
Canada can—
and must—lead
by example

Canada can—and must—lead by example. That this would also reform
Canada’s economy to the betterment of its citizens is welcome, but it is incidental
to the real task at hand: saving our lives and civilization.

In the immediate term, the Animal Protection Party of Canada proposes:
• implementing an aggressive carbon pricing mechanism that would
encourage rapid adoption of conservation measures,
• removing all tax incentives and subsidies from animal agriculture,
assisting farms to transition from animal agriculture to a plant-based
economy3 and to biocyclic vegan agriculture,4
• imposing tariffs on goods from nations that do not have carbon pricing
measures as aggressive as Canada’s,
• large subsidies for the adoption and development of alternative energy
sources implemented through collaboration with local communities.
• end subsidies to the oil and gas sectors, and
• halt the expansion and construction of new pipelines.
Where the private sector is unable or unwilling to develop and implement
alternative energy sources, the public sector would take on the task. Given the
urgency of the climate breakdown issue, further development of the Alberta oil
sands would be halted, current projects wound down, and land reclaimed.
Climate change is not the only environmental issue that threatens Canadians’
health and well-being, but it is the most urgent. APPC would strengthen Environment
and Climate Change Canada—financially and legislatively—and charge it with
accelerating in-depth reviews of all outstanding environmental issues and
developing programs to rapidly and effectively address them based on best
available science and best practices.
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Sandra Diaz, et al Summary for policymakers of the global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem
services of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, 6 May 2019
www.ipbes.net/system/tdf/spm_global_unedited_advance.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=35245
2
Canada in a Changing Climate; Government of Canada, 2019
3
From Animal Agriculture to the Plant-Based (www.gfi.org/transitioning-from-animal-agriculture-to)
4
Biocyclic Vegan Agriculture (http://www.biocyclic-vegan.org/)

1
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We are dependent upon agriculture for our lives and our civilization. At the same
time, however, the modern agricultural industry is one of the gravest threats to
humankind. It is killing us and our planet. Modern, commercial agriculture—largely
due to its emphasis on animals1—is a major contributor to water depletion,
pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions, and it is cruel on a monstrous scale.
Livestock now use
30 per cent of the
earth’s entire land
surface

The UN Report, Livestock’s Long Shadow–Environmental Issues
and Options, highlights the environmental devastation caused by
animal agriculture.
Livestock now use 30 per cent of the earth’s entire land surface, mostly
permanent pasture but also including 33 per cent of the global arable land
used to producing feed for livestock, the report notes. As forests are cleared
to create new pastures, it is a major driver of deforestation, especially in Latin
America where, for example, some 70 per cent of former forests in the
Amazon have been turned over to grazing.
At the same time herds cause wide-scale land degradation, with about
20 per cent of pastures considered degraded through overgrazing,
compaction and erosion. This figure is even higher in the drylands where
inappropriate policies and inadequate livestock management contribute to
advancing desertification.
The livestock business is among the most damaging sectors to the earth’s
increasingly scarce water resources, contributing among other things to water
pollution from animal wastes, antibiotics and hormones, chemicals from
tanneries, fertilizers and the pesticides used to spray feed crops.2
Mono-cropping, intensive animal agriculture, and dependence on non-organic
fertilizers and biocides must be reduced and phased out, in favour of sustainable,
organic farming practices. Doing so will reduce many of the contributors to modern
diseases and poor health and much of the environmental degradation that plagues
land, air, and water.

The Animal Protection Party of Canada’s (APPC) long-term goal is
an end to all animal-based agriculture. It proposes to achieve this by:
•
•
•

phasing out all subsidies—direct and indirect—that support animal-based
agriculture,
implementing programs and policies that encourage people to shift from
animal-based foods to a plant-based economy,3 and
subsidizing farmers to encourage them to cultivating crops using sustainable
methods such as biocyclic vegan agriculture.4
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The hallmark of sustainable forestry, from a purely ecological perspective, is the
extent to which forestry practices mimics natural patterns of disturbance and
regeneration. Sustainable forestry balances the needs of the environment, wildlife,
and forest communities—supporting decent incomes while conserving our forests
for future generations.
What is Sustainable Forestry?
Rainforest Alliance, July 28, 20165
APPC proposes
a forestry regime
that promotes
sustainability

APPC proposes a forestry regime that promotes sustainability, keeping large
areas of forests intact and contiguous to ensure that wildlife is not unduly harmed
by forestry practices. This would require a shift in forestry, mining, and other
extractive industry practices that impact intact forests. In keeping with the notion
of a steady state economy, secure jobs, and sustainability, policies would be
implemented to encourage creating finished products of high quality in Canada.
This would create more, permanent, higher quality jobs than current extractive
industries.

APPC would phase in the following initiatives to achieve a sustainable
forestry industry:
•

establish large, contiguous protected areas,

•

protect forests with high conservation values,

•

prohibit deforestation as a forestry practice,

•

establish sustainable forestry practices through forest management plans
and ensure rigorous compliance with those plans,

•

recover degraded and deforested areas through tree planting programmes
and other mitigation measures,

•

phase out the forestry industry as it becomes practicable, and

• commit to protect 50% of natural land in Canada from development
or resource extraction and 50% of the coastline.

Animal Protection Party of Canada
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APPC would seek to phase out all commercial fisheries, including fish farms.
History has shown that these fisheries are not sustainable and do severe damage
to the marine and freshwater ecosystems far beyond target species. Moreover, they
inflict enormous suffering and cruelty on animals who feel pain as acutely as we
do. APPC would phase out sports fisheries, as well. This is a cruel sport that has
no place in a modern nation.
APPC would
seek to phase out
all commercial fisheries,
including fish farms

The marine environment determines the Earth’s climate and ecology. Water
covers over 70% of the Earth—whither the oceans, so go we. We live on Planet
Water, not Planet Earth. It’s impossible to have a robust, sustainable environment
on the land where we, humans, mostly live if the oceans are dead and dying—
and they are dying, because of us. For the oceans to sustain all life on this
planet—including ours, they need bountiful, diverse populations of marine life
from single-cell organisms to great whales, and we’re killing all of them. One of
the major ‘murder’ weapons humans use is the commercial fishery.
Commercial fishing is an entrenched part of many human cultures and
economies, but they must be phased out, the more quickly, the better. Phasing out
commercial fisheries will be politically, culturally, and economically challenging.
However, we will either phase them out responsibly, sparing people extreme
impacts, or the fisheries will continue to crash precipitously causing greater human
disruption and extreme environmental destruction.

Oceans of the world may be fishless by 2048.
In order to meet the rising global demand for fish and seafood, the fishing
industry has been overfishing in increasingly larger areas of the oceans.
Overfishing occurs when fish populations are reduced to below dangerously
low levels, resulting in reduced growth, resource depletion, and sometimes
unsustainable population sizes. This practice has been linked to the ruin of
several ocean ecosystems as well as reduced catches for many fishing
companies. This is particularly true in the North Sea, the East China Sea,
and the Grand Banks of Newfoundland.
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Additional instances of overfishing have been recorded in other places around
the world. For example, the anchovy population off the coast of Peru was
nearly wiped out in the 1970s. The number of fish was so greatly reduced that
the fishing catch went from 10.2 million metric tons in 1971 to only 4 million
metric tons around 5 years later. Bodies of freshwater are not exempt from
overfishing. During the 1980s, the blue walleye population in the Great Lakes
of North America was fished to extinction. A report published by the Food and
Agriculture Organization estimates that 70% of the global fish population has
been completely depleted.

Canada can—
and must—lead
by example

What is the Environmental Impact of the Fishing Industry?6
World Atlas, 25 April, 2017

1

Hannah Richie, Max Rozer; Our World in Data: Meat and Seafood Production & Consumption,

August 2017 https://ourworldindata.org/meat-and-seafood-production-consumption
2

Rearing cattle produces more greenhouse gases than driving cars, UN report warns; UN News:

https://news.un.org/en/story/2006/11/201222-rearing-cattle-produces-more-greenhouse-gasesdriving-cars-un-report-warns
3

Hannah Richie, Max Rozer; Our World in Data: Meat and Seafood Production & Consumption,

August 2017 <https://ourworldindata.org/meat-and-seafood-production-consumption>
4

Biocyclic Vegan Agriculture (http://www.biocyclic-vegan.org/)

5

What is Sustainable Forestry? Rainforest Alliance, July 28, 2016 <https://www.rainforest-alliance.

org/articles/what-is-sustainable-forestry>
6

World Atlas, What is the Environmental Impact of the Fishing Industry? 25 April, 2017; <https://

www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-is-the-environmental-impact-of-the-fishing-industry.html>

Animal Protection Party of Canada
12

Animal Protection

Compassionate Politics

Party of Canada

ANIMAL PROTECTION

AnimalProtectionParty.ca
13

A Vision for the Future

ANIMAL PROTECTION

The Animal Protection Party of Canada’s (APPC) founding mission is to
use political mechanisms to protect animals from being exploited, harmed,
or killed by people.
Harming and killing animals is deeply embedded in human society such that it
is considered by most people to be not only normal but also necessary for human
well-being. That belief is, with few rare exceptions, false. What scientific research
shows is that harming and killing animals is causing enormous suffering to people.
It is a leading cause of premature human death, environmental destruction, climate
change, and human conflicts. The suffering that animals endure is not in dispute.
The scientific research is also unambiguous: the more we reduce the harm and
killing we cause animals at all levels—individual, societal, and global—the greater
the benefits that accrue to people, society, and the environment, and, of course, to
the animals themselves.
Canadian law considers animals ‘property’ and consequently, they endure
systemic use, abuse and cruelty. Animals have very little protection from exploitation despite a growing understanding that they are complex beings who suffer and
experience pleasure and pain—physical and psychological—in similar ways to
human beings.
Canadian law
considers animals
‘property’ consequently,
they endure systemic
use, abuse and cruelty

The current system does not afford animals even basic freedoms
such as:
•
•
•

freedom from neglect and suffering,
freedom from pain, injury and disease,
freedom from fear and emotional and psychological distress, and

•

freedom from exploitation.

Animals deserve proper protection. This starts with recognizing and
entrenching their rights in our laws.
To this end, APPC would establish a Minister for the Animals to develop
and implement policies and programs that would ultimately end their exploitation.
The Minister for the Animals would hold an independent national inquiry to
collect baseline data about animal use, abuse, and deaths; bring forward
recommendations to improve the status of animals; and develop a schedule to
diminish and eliminate their exploitation.

Animal Protection Party of Canada
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APPC would recognize all “life” in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. APPC
would entrench the right of all human and non-human life the right to a clean and
healthy environment.
APPC is currently working on legislation designed to reduce the number of
animals exploited for human purposes and to mitigate their suffering with the
ultimate goal of ending all animal use and exploitation.

The Animal Protection Party of Canada proposes the following
actions by:

End cosmetic
animal testing
in Canada

1. Phasing out and transition all animal agriculture sectors to plant-based
sectors by 2030.
2. Opposing live trade for slaughter for such animals as horses, pigs, sheep
and others.
3. Ending federal subsidies to all animal use sectors.
a. This includes all sectors using animals in sport, competition, tourism, and
entertainment.
b. Animals raised and killed for their fur.
c. Land based animal agriculture
d. Fishing and marine aquaculture.
e. Animals used in experimentation.
4. Reinvesting federal subsidies from animal use sectors into alternatives to
animal use.
5. Removing animals from the property section of the Canadian Criminal
Code and provide them with their own category as “non-human persons.”
6. Creating a national registry for people convicted of animal cruelty to ensure inter-provincial consistency of sentencing.
7. Ensuring accountability and transparency in animal law by ending the
charity driven model of animal welfare enforcement.
8. Replacing the Canadian Council for Animal Care with a new animal centred body free from animal-use industry influence.
9. Redirecting federal funding from animal-use models of scientific research
towards animal alternative methods and research.
10. Actively promoting and educating the public on the health, environmental,
and social benefits of a vegan lifestyle.

Animal Protection Party of Canada
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Sound public policies enhance both human well-being and that of the animals and
plants with whom we share not only our country but also the planet.
Public policies are usually a matter of compromise, as there are always competing
interests and values. Sound and fair public policies in democracies require the
following:

Public policies are
usually a matter of
compromise, as there
are always competing
interests and values

1. elected officials taking into account the interests of all citizens,
not just the politically or electorally influential or significant few,
2. evidence-based policy,
3. policies informed by expert and stakeholder advice and insights,
4. policies that adopt or build on, whenever advisable, ‘best
practices,’ and
5. affording standing similar to that enjoyed by citizens to the
environment, i.e. animals and plants.
Usually, in Canada, public policy is driven by short-term political expedience
and political party self-interest. “Selling” public policies dependent on such
perverse incentives are often based on fear-mongering, divisiveness, defamation,
misinformation, and falsehoods. These ‘evils’ often make for “good” politics and
fundraising, but poor public policy. Such governance is demonstrably incapable
of addressing the pressing issues confronting us.

The Electoral System
APPC proposes that the current electoral system, “First Past the Post” (FPtP), be
replaced by one that ensures both effective representation at the electoral district
level and proportionality, i.e. representation in the House of Commons that
accurately reflects the electoral choices of voters. FPtP fails both these criteria.
For Canada, two proportional representation systems satisfy these proposals:
Single Transferable Vote (STV) and Mixed Member Proportional (MMP). A century
of dozens of independent inquiries into Canada’s electoral system has
recommended both systems. APPC prefers STV.
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Special Members of Parliament to Represent the
Environment
The APPC would also take measures to ensure that enough seats in the House of
Commons—sufficient to qualify for official party status—would be set aside for
advocates for the environment. Animals and plants cannot vote but are directly
affected by public policy to Canadians’ detriment or benefit and so need standing
in the House of Commons and genuine influence over legislative decisions.

The Senate of Canada
The Senate can serve a
useful function if Senators
are chosen by an open,
transparent process

The Senate can serve a useful function if Senators are chosen by an open,
transparent, apolitical, wholly democratic process by citizens in each of the
provinces. APPC proposes that a province’s Senators be selected by a Citizens
Assembly. The assembly itself would be comprised of citizens randomly chosen,
i.e. by lot, similar to the way juries are selected. The Citizens Assembly would
consider potential Senators nominated by citizens at large or who applied for the
position. The Citizens Assembly would recommend several candidates for the
Governor General’s consideration upon the advice of the Prime Minister.
Alternatively, the Senate of Canada could be transformed into a Citizens
Assembly itself, whereby Senators are chosen by lot, as was done to determine
the participants of the citizens assemblies that have studied and made
recommendations on electoral reform in some provinces.
The APPC would support the abolishment of the present Senate to be replaced
by an elected Senate if the elections used a ranked ballot system and parties did
not participate. Political parties have no place in the Senate of
Canada, just as they have no place on the Supreme Court of Canada.

Political Party Financing
How political parties and candidates raise funds affects policy. When parties
are funded by large donations from individuals, corporations, or organizations,
these entities can have (and expect to have) undue influence on politicians’ policy
choices. Conversely, parties can use policy promises or threats to ‘shake down’
major donors.

Animal Protection Party of Canada
18

A Vision for the Future

DEMOCRATIC REFORM

The recognition of these problems has resulted in many legislatures limiting
donations to individuals and restricting the amounts they can contribute.
This, however, is not without issues. The most extreme partisans are those who
tend to contribute to parties. They create financial incentives for parties to adopt or
skew policy to appeal to these extreme partisans, sometimes resulting in extremist
and distorted policies that disadvantage or harm others.
The APPC proposes barring political parties from direct fundraising, and
that parties be financed by an income tax check off. Ten dollars from everyone’s
payable taxes would be allocated to the registered political parties of their choice.
Those with no payable tax would qualify for a ten-dollar credit which they could
allocate. If a voter chose not to allocate the ten dollars, it would be shared equally
by all registered parties. The current public funding benefits enjoyed by political
parties would be eliminated: including the tax credit for donations and the partial
reimbursement of campaign expenses. Independent candidates would raise money
as usual with appropriate limits.

This approach to political financing would:
•
•
•

eliminate most of the incentives in the current fundraising regime
that invite distorting public policy to improve fundraising,
provide more net funds to political parties, and
cost taxpayers less money than the current system.

Keeping the Electorate Informed
Lastly, to be successful,
democracy requires an
informed electorate

Lastly, to be successful, democracy requires an informed electorate.
Therefore, to facilitate democratic decision making and public participation,
government officials would be encouraged to speak to the media, interest groups,
and the public on matters of public policy and government-funded research.
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Canadians have come to recognize that our history is both one of peace,
diversity, and tolerance as well as colonization, racism, and systemic
oppression. In the case of the many Indigenous peoples of Canada, the
latter is disgracefully all too familiar and close at mind. For a country
with as much wealth and privilege as we have, Indigenous peoples
disproportionately suffer the effects of stigma, racism, criminalization,
poverty, and inadequate recognition of their sovereign rights and territorial
claims. It is time for this era of our history to end.
Legally enshrined rights
of Indigenous peoples
for self-determination
already exist

Canadian governments past and present have acted in bad faith towards
Indigenous people who seek to assert their own cultural, territorial, and political
rights. They have been given a great deal of lip-service by the government,
which has failed to act with integrity and authenticity.
This is why, as Métis writer and artist David Garneau illuminates,
“reconciliation” is not necessarily an adequate framework for us to move beyond
the colonial onslaught against Indigenous peoples persistent in our country, the
term “reconciliation implies that there was once a conciliatory relationship to return
to, or a state of “good-standing” which is not the kind of relationship that Canada
can argue it has ever had with Indigenous peoples.
This is why the Animal Protection Party of Canada believes that we must look
beyond isolating specific tasks set out by colonizing bodies and instead engage
in Indigenous-led conciliation.
As Garneau explains, “conciliation” is moving towards something new
together without a defined path already established by one party. It is not about
creating a single process and then completing the task to achieve the outcome.
It is about creativity, optimistic engagement, and honest communication that is
without a defined boundary or time limit, while still achieving the goal at hand.

With the above shift in mind regarding our relationship with Indigenous
communities, we must recognize that the failures of our colonial political
system to remedy the rift between our nations has failed due to a lack of
political will, not inadequate policy. The Royal Proclamation of October
7th, 1763 and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, 1982 are examples of
legally binding documents in Canada which already recognize Indigenous
peoples’ unextinguished rights and claims to self-determination.
Animal Protection Party of Canada
21
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APPC will work to implement the legally enshrined rights of Indigenous people
for self-determination. These rights are recognized in these documents but have
been ignored or circumvented by government after government in Canada.
A fundamental aspect of this would be an Indigenous-led decision as to what to
do with the Indian Act, how to deal with the recommendations from the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action and how to re-imagine a
Canada without such discriminatory legislation.
This will lead to the assertion of Indigenous peoples’ inherent right of
self-governance, as each nation defines it. As privileged partners in this
transition, we will provide the funding and legislative changes necessary to
support Indigenous communities to uphold their self-determination. We recognize
that the funding provided is simply returning resources to communities that were
originally taken from them.

This new partnership will not be easily achieved within the context
of a long-standing, ongoing, and traumatic colonial framework;
however, at the core of our commitment to compassionate politics,
is a commitment to overcoming fear of change with action and
persevering through hardship with a creative and optimistic outlook.

Illustrations by
Paul Hollingsworth
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An Inclusive Economy
In its January 2017 global risk report, the World Economic Forum
identified economic inequality and societal polarization as two of
the three most important dangers facing the globe. The world’s top
business executives and government leaders joined a growing chorus
of international development officials, economists, and policy
advocates calling for countries to pursue more inclusive economic
development strategies.
Creating More Inclusive Economies:
Conceptual, Measurement, and Process Dimensions1
Chris Benner, et al, March 2018
In 2016,
the Rockefeller
Foundation published
The Five Characteristics of
an Inclusive Economy

Canadian governments are currently applying economic policies that are
grounded in environmentally destructive, faith-based economic principles about
free markets, global trade, low taxes, minimum wages, the middle class, equal
opportunity, and the myth of never-ending growth. This dogmatic list of platitudes
and generalities is long, but short on meaning, and not as beneficial to people as
their governments would like them to believe. The notable exceptions are the most
economically advantaged persons and the political actors who use these articles of
faith to their electoral benefit and to avoid necessary political and structural reforms
that would benefit everyone.
Developing an economic policy that benefits most Canadians and does not,
to their detriment, unduly favour the most privileged requires, first, deciding what
outcomes a political party wants from the economy for its citizens. It’s those outcomes that citizens should consider; that’s what affects them directly.

sustainability

In 2016, the Rockefeller Foundation published, The Five Characteristics of an
Inclusive Economy: Getting Beyond the Equity Growth Dichotomy. In keeping with
the Animal Protection Party of Canada’s (APPC) recognition of the importance of
‘best practices,’ the Rockefeller Foundation publication is a useful starting point for
developing economic policies, consistent with APPC values.
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From the paper, but edited for brevity, “the five characteristics of an
inclusive economy are defined by the Rockefeller Foundation as the following:”
Economic and social
wealth is sustained over
time, thus maintaining
inter-generational
well-being

1. Participation: People are able to participate fully in economic life and
have greater say over their future.
2. Equity: More opportunities are available to enable upward mobility for
more people.
3. Growth: An economy is increasingly producing enough goods and
services to enable broad gains in well-being and greater opportunity.
4. Stability: Individuals, communities, businesses, and governments have
a sufficient degree of confidence in their future and an increased ability
to predict the outcome of their economic decisions.
5. Sustainability: Economic and social wealth is sustained over time, thus
maintaining inter-generational well-being. Economic and social wealth
is the social worth of the entire set of assets that contribute to human
well-being, including human…and natural capital. In the case of natural
capital, human use must preserve or restore nature’s ability to produce the
ecosystem of goods and services that contribute to human well-being.
These are desirable characteristics, except one. The exception is “Growth.”
We do need an economy that is “producing enough goods and services to enable
broad gains in well-being and greater opportunity,” but “Growth,” as it is currently
understood, is not the right means to achieve it.
“Sustainability” and economic growth are antithetical. Growth (again as it’s
commonly understood) will inevitably destroy the economy upon which we rely
because it is devasting the environment which is the foundation of every economy.
Most political parties have faith in “Growth” to deliver the other four characteristics
of an inclusive economy. This faith is a mistake for which we—and the animals
and plants with which we share this planet—are paying a very high price.
The best scientific evidence available informs us that our current type of
economy is exceeding the “natural capital” that’s available, and rapidly depleting
it. Not only must we not grow today’s economy but we must also contract and
transform it.
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“Natural capital,” let us never forget are the millions of interdependent species of
non-human life that have the same intrinsic right to life that we enjoy, and upon
whom we depend for our existence.
To have any hope of realizing an inclusive economy, the way forward is what
economists call a “steady-state economy.” What is a steady state economy?
It is an economy that,
“aims for stable or mildly fluctuating levels in population and
consumption of energy and materials. Birth rates equal death rates,
and production rates equal depreciation rates.”
“Sustainability is achieved when the human economy fits within the capacity
provided by Earth’s ecosystems. Economic activity degrades ecosystems,
interfering with natural processes that are critical to various life support
services. In the past, the amount of economic activity was small enough
that the degree of interference with ecosystems was negligible [in the absence
of technology].”2
The current economic
system is based largely
on advertising-driven
consumer consumption

The current economic system, based largely on advertising-driven
consumer consumption3 and planned obsolescence,4 has not alleviated poverty
as is claimed,5 and is exacerbating the wealth and wage gap between the rich
and the rest of humanity. The widening gap is also undermining democratic rights,
as the wealthy—individual and institutional—have inordinate political power which
they wield to serve their own interests.6 Integral to a steady state economy and
an inclusive economy is an equitable distribution of wealth, all within local and
global ecological limits, and equitable distribution of political power.
Doughnut Economics author Kate Raworth points out that current economics
has resulted in deepening inequality in many countries and is pushing the world
towards ecological collapse.
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“Humanity’s 21st century challenge is to meet the needs of all within
the means of the planet. In other words, to ensure that no one falls short
on life’s essentials…while ensuring that collectively we do not overshoot
our pressure on Earth’s life-supporting systems, on which we fundamentally
depend.”7
Identifying the problems and deficiencies with the current economic system and
proposing an economic system that would address them is very straightforward,
entailing little more than researching current studies and analyses. The political
challenge is transitioning from the current system to one that is inclusive and, in
particular, sustainable without creating extreme, short-term disruptions to people’s
livelihoods and well-being that, for some, would cause more harm than good.
The prevailing economic model with its enormously destructive and blithely
accepted “business cycle”8 offers regular tragic examples of how harmful to
people’s lives extreme disruptions can be. Every effort must be made to avoid
them when transitioning to a steady state economy. Where disruptions do occur,
government programs should be implemented to support people as they go
through them.

First steps towards a steady state or “doughnut” economics might
include, but would not be limited to, the following:
•

increasing taxes on the wealthiest,

•

phasing in basic income programs,

•

expanding protections for workers in the private sector,

•

providing low-cost government financing for smaller businesses

Eliminating tuition
and other costs for

and co-operatives,
•

post-secondary
education

establishing a ‘sovereign’ fund that invests in shares of major
Canadian corporations,

•

eliminating tuition and other costs for post-secondary education,

•

establishing a government-owned retail banking corporation,

•

enhancing the Canada Pension Plan, funded with royalties from
non-renewable resource development,
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• creating a consumption tax regime that takes into account a good’s effects
on sustainability,
•

phasing out subsidies on economic activity that impedes
sustainability, such as those supporting oil and gas development,

•

developing

developing a world-leading, globally competitive “Canada Quality”

a world-leading,

standard of excellence that would encourage Canadian industry and

globally competitive

artisans to develop consumer products that put quality, leading artistry
and design, finest materials, long life, repairability, ‘best practices’

“Canada Quality”

labour standards, and environmental sustainability ahead of planned

standard of

obsolescence and low cost, and

excellence
•

promoting the voluntary choice of smaller family sizes with the benefit
of more societal resources available to focus on fewer children, and
reducing demand for the earth’s limited resources.

Transitioning to a steady-state economy would be a long-term process,
much like transitioning from fossil fuels to renewable energy or, in the past,
the Industrial Revolution.
1

Benner, Chris, et al; Creating More Inclusive Economies:

Conceptual, Measurement and Process Dimensions; 5 March 2018
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Steady State Economy Definition, Center for the Advancement of the Steady State Economy:

https://steadystate.org/discover/steady-state-economy-definition/
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Anup Shah, Effects of Consumerism, Global Issues, August 2005: http://www.globalissues.org/
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Jason Hickel, The true extent of global poverty and hunger: Questioning the good news narrative of

the Millennium Development Goals, Third World Quarterly, February 2016: http://dx.doi.org/10.1
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Martin Glens and Benjamin I. Page, Testing Theories of American Politics: Elites, Interest Groups,
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Business cycle, Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Business_cycle
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As part of its Transforming Health Market Insights Series,
MaRS examined Canada’s current health care system which
it describes as follows:
As it exists now, the Canadian healthcare system—like most health
systems globally that were designed in the post-World War 2 era—is a
“sick care” system. That is, the system waits for one to become sick before
it kicks into reactive action. For the most part, the system was not designed
to help prevent the onset of disease but instead to diagnose and treat illness
(for what was—at the time—a fairly healthy and young population). Hence,
the Canadian healthcare system is designed around an acute care paradigm,
where the focus is to address (rather than prevent) urgent issues and manage
chronic illnesses.1

The major emphasis
of Canada’s health
care system should be
preventing Canadians
from developing
health issues

In addition, various government policies indirectly promote disease, ill-health,
and premature death. The first step is recognizing that many of the medical
conditions that plague people in Canada—including the major killers—such as
diabetes, heart disease, strokes and many cancers2 are a consequence of
animal-based foods, lifestyle and environmental factors. Most of these killers
are preventable.

The major emphasis of Canada’s health care system should be
preventing Canadians from developing health issues.
The Animal Protection Party of Canada (APPC) proposes policies that promote
the consumption of whole food plant-based diets,3 encourage exercise, and reduce
environmental pollutants. These policies would increase people’s well-being and
enjoyment of life while reducing the costs of treating health care problems. APPC
would introduce fiscal measures to increase the costs of known health risks such as
the consumption of animal-based foods and smoking.
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The benefits of plant-based or vegan diets are well known. Such diets benefit
people greatly, as the Dieticians of Canada point out:
The Guide
suggests that
consumers
choose more
plant-based
foods

A healthy vegan diet has many health benefits including lower rates of
obesity, heart disease, high blood pressure, high blood cholesterol,
type 2 diabetes and certain types of cancer…A healthy vegan diet can
meet all your nutrient needs at any stage of life including when you are
pregnant, breastfeeding or for older adults.4
Animals benefit directly because they would not be raised and slaughtered
for food and indirectly because fewer would be used in disease research.
The environment will benefit by reducing intensive animal agriculture and,
therefore, its contribution to global warming.
The new Canada Food Guide,5 released in early 2019, reflects the changing
approach to healthy eating. The new Guide, introduced by Health Minister Ginette
Petitpas Taylor, changes the focus on milk and milk products; meat and alternatives;
grain products; and fruits and vegetables to, “Eat more plants, and less meat and
dairy.”6
The Guide suggests that consumers choose more plant-based foods over
animal proteins. The Guide states that “The regular intake of plant-based foods
– vegetables, fruit, whole grains, and plant-based proteins – can have positive
effects on health,” including lower risk of cardiovascular disease, colon cancer
and type 2 diabetes.
The APPC supports a universal health care system expanded to include dental
care, eye care, and drugs and one that treats and supports people in crisis with
such issues as addiction and mental health.
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Transforming health: Shifting from reactive to proactive and predictive care; MaRS, 2019;

<https://www.marsdd.com/news/transforming-health-shifting-from-reactive-to-proactive-andpredictive-care/>
2

Preetha Anand, et al; Cancer is a Preventable Disease that Requires Major Lifestyle Changes,

Pharm Res. 2008 Sep; 25(9): 2097–2116. < https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC2515569/>
3

Segasothy M1, Phillips PA; Vegetarian diet: panacea for modern lifestyle diseases? QJM, 1999

Sep;92(9):531-44. < https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10627874#>
4

What You Need to Know About Following a Vegan Eating Plan; Dietitians of Canada <http://

www.dietitians.ca/Your-Health/Nutrition-A-Z/Vegetarian-Diets/Eating-Guidelines-for-Vegans.aspx>
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Canada’s Food Guide, <http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/fn-an/alt_formats/hpfb-dgpsa/pdf/

food-guide-aliment/print_eatwell_bienmang-eng.pdf>
6

Ann Hui, The new Canada’s Food Guide explained: Goodbye four food groups and serving sizes,

hello hydration; Globe and Mail, January 22, 2019
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Education is important to the well-being and health of people, and by
extension, to the community as a whole. High-quality education needs
to be viewed as a fundamental right available to all—without undue
burden or barriers.
Education is
important to
the well-being
and health
of people

The just, equitable, and sustainable global society that is necessary to
successfully address and survive the increasing tragedies caused by climate
change—from extreme weather events to bloody conflicts—will not be realized
if people are poorly educated, and easily exploited by those who directly benefit
from discord and tragedy.
Some religious, political, and economic actors actively engage in short-term,
self-serving campaigns to prevent successfully addressing the harm and disruptions
caused by climate change. Others traffic in falsehoods, fear, bigotry, prejudice,
and racism—all of which are abetted by ignorance and poor education.
High-quality education is a necessary aspect of protecting our community,
livelihoods, and well-being from those who’d wreck them for their own immediate
aggrandizement.
In Canada, more and more people are falling victim to ‘fake news’. Education
is important in teaching critical thinking skills thereby providing greater protection
from those who seek to traffic in malicious political propaganda and fallacious
arguments.
A well-educated, informed population is necessary for individuals and their
nation to succeed and for citizens who can appreciate, fully understand, and
support the policies needed to create it.
In Canada, all forms of post-secondary education, whether in academia
or the trades, have become prohibitively costly for people without independent
financial means, leaving young people to carry large debt loads.
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Denmark,
for example, offers
free education,
where students
get paid to assist
with outside costs

APPC proposes that education be considered a public investment in the nation as
a whole, and be fully funded from kindergarten to post-graduate levels including
advanced skill training in non-academic fields.
For example, removing financial barriers would ensure that most citizens,
regardless of personal or family circumstances, could fully participate in and
contribute to the economic, cultural, and political life of the nation. It would also
ensure that citizens could transition from career to career as necessary.
Countries such as Germany, Norway, Sweden, Finland, France, Belgium,
Greece, and Spain offer various types of free education to both citizens and
foreign students.
Denmark, for example, offers free education, where students get paid to assist
with outside costs. Students over the age of 18 are entitled to six years free study.
Students who don’t live with their parents also receive an additional monthly grant
to assist with housing and living costs. Danes invest in education through higher
taxes providing the government with the funding necessary to invest in education
and other important social programs.1

1

Brad Lengden, The Country Where You Get Paid For Being a Student; Student Problems,

23 February, 2018.
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Convincing the
world’s nations
to, finally,
acknowledge
the threat of
climate change

Canada’s foreign policy—historically and currently—is a ‘mixed bag’ at best
for people concerned about protecting and enhancing the environment and the
state of animals, advancing progressive justice, gender, and social issues.
The ‘mixed bag’ needs to end for Canada to be a consistently positive and
reliable force in global affairs.
Canada has demonstrated that it can be a global leader on issues that,
if resolved, will better serve Canadians and, more broadly, people around the
world. Solving those issues will also ‘better serve’ the non-human life with whom
we share this planet and on whom we depend for our very survival.

Under various Prime Ministers, Canada was a leader in:
•
•
•
•
•
•

establishing the United Nations,
resolving the 1956-7 Suez Crisis,
developing the concept of peacekeeping,
ending Apartheid,
addressing famine in Ethiopia, and
convincing the world’s nations to, finally, acknowledge the threat of climate
change and loss of biodiversity.

However, Canada, under various Prime Ministers, also,
• actively worked to erode the scope and effectiveness of the Kyoto (climate
change) Protocol when nations were negotiating it,
• sided with Japan at the International Whaling Commission,
• undermined efforts at CITES (the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) to protect endangered and
threatened species,
• worked to undermine the United Nations,
• is often a de facto uncritical surrogate of US interests and ambitions in,
particularly, the Middle East and Latin America, and
• sells (or has recently sold) arms to some of the world’s most repressive
regimes, such as Saudi Arabia fostering needless wars and human misery.
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Canada’s often woefully uncritical alignment with the US means it can no longer
be an ‘honest broker’ on most of the world’s most pressing issues. This is, arguably,
why Canada will have difficulty winning a seat on the UN Security Council.
Understandably, it’s reasonable for nations to assume putting Canada on the
Security Council means little more than giving the US a second vote.
Canada’s ‘mixed bag’ on foreign policy is largely a consequence of
perceived realpolitik, short-term political and ideological factors, and economic
considerations that affect electorally important local regions. A factor, too, is
Canada’s antiquated and undemocratic First Past the Post electoral system which
usually leads to extreme policy lurches, making Canada an unreliable and
unpredictable ‘ally’—a peacekeeper under one government and a military
belligerent under the next, all depending on the government-of-the-day (elected
with, too often, minority support).
The Animal Protection Party of Canada (APPC) proposes a foreign
policy which emphasizes long-term progressive objectives and realism about
the role a ‘middle’ power like Canada can play to serve Canadians and the
global community better.
There are two broad
concepts that inform
the APPC approach
to foreign policy

From animal and environmental protection to the complete emancipation of
women to improving human development and human rights, it is in Canada’s
interest that more and more of the world’s nations adopt progressive policies.
Progressive principles and policies foster peace, stability, personal and economic
freedom and security, and ecologically responsible development. Principles
associated with conservatism and capitalism do not and can not: unfettered
markets and infinite growth have proven themselves to be antithetical to ecological
responsibility and social justice.
There are two broad concepts that inform the APPC approach to foreign
policy. The first is today’s geopolitical realities and the demands they place on
Canada. The second is where we need to be going forward—it’s not where
we are now.
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APPC recognizes Canada has thousands of historic and traditional
foreign policy obligations that can not—and ought not—be diminished,
disregarded, or renegotiated except with great care and with careful
consideration of the effects.
The APPC’s approach to Canada’s historic obligations will be informed by its
commitment to peace and responsible development, to environmental and animal
protection, and to a better world for all.

The obligations that will require careful consideration include the:
•
•
•
•
•
•

HUMAN
RIGHTS

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO),1
North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD),2
United Nations,3
International Organisation of La Francophonie,4
The Commonwealth,5 and
The Organization of American States.6

There is no lack of sound advice available when considering foreign policy.7
What’s often lacking, however, is a political honesty about Canada’s capacity
to influence other nations’ policies and the assets it can or is willing to commit.
They’re limited. What’s missing, too, is a clear understanding and declaration of
the long-term direction, i.e. a ‘vision’, of where we should be headed.
Canada’s approach to foreign affairs is largely based on historic notions
and norms of nation-to-nation relations. However, many ‘foreign policy’ issues
now involve powerful non-state actors, including corporations, non-governmental
organizations, and nationalist and liberation movements and militias. Globalization
now means most nations are no longer (perhaps they never were) masters of their
own fates.
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As well, traditional allies such as the United States, the United Kingdom, and the
European Union are no longer as reliable as allies as Canada may have thought
they were. The evidence is clear in Canada’s current relationship with China where
beyond expressing concern, i.e. ‘thoughts and prayers,’ about China holding
Canadians hostage, little to nothing has been forthcoming from Canada’s putative
‘allies’ in the way of support or pressure on China.

Some have argued that,
…Canada is now almost totally isolated within a tiny circle of
pluralist liberal democracies, …the country needs to drop any pretense
of idealism and signalling of Canadian virtues. “Canadian policy has to
be interests-based,” [Janice Gross Stein, a professor of political science at
the University of Toronto’s Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy]
says. “All it can do now is protect our national interests”.8
This is a dangerous approach to foreign policy. It leads to a hyper-competitive,
winner take-all world where little or no progress could be made on the issues that
need to be successfully addressed to secure a sustainable world order that benefits
all peoples and non-human life. Without progress towards that ‘Utopia,’ there will
be no hope of dealing with the climate emergency nor the regional conflicts and
catastrophes that put all people’s security at risk.

Evidence, expert
advice, and best
practices—would
inform the APPC’s
policies

Canada needs a 21st-century foreign policy that takes into account and
fosters mutually beneficial relationships with not only other nations but also non-state
actors. To develop a 21st-century foreign policy, APPC (drawing on the example
set by the Law Commission of Canada and its excellent report, Voting Counts:
Electoral Reform in Canada)9 would establish a national, independent commission.
The commissioners would include eminent persons from the diplomatic community
and the non-governmental sector, including environmental and
animal protection organizations, trade unions, social justice and human rights
organizations, the academic community, and the corporate and financial sectors.
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The commission’s three-year brief would be to consult widely and make
recommendations about how Canada can advance its interests. At the same time,
Canada must work globally to foster peace, stability, personal and economic
freedom and security, and ecological responsibility. The commision would make
further recommendations about how best to employ the incipient political power of
non-state actors to achieve those objectives.

The commission’s recommendations—based on evidence, expert advice,
and best practices—would inform the APPC’s policies.
1

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, <https://www.nato.int/>
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7

Seven foreign policy wishes for Canada’s new government, OpenCanada.org; https://www.

opencanada.org/features/seven-foreign-policy-wishes-canadas-new-government/
8

Doug Saunders, Justin Trudeau vs. the world: How the next government can reclaim

Canada’s place on the international stage; Globe and Mail, 29 June, 2019, <https://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/article-justin-trudeau-vs-the-world-how-the-next-government-can-reclaim/>
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< https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx38vorBQgfmZVVKaG8xUEYxVHM/view>
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